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Why go to or care about Mars?  

Many think life started on Mars, came here via meteorites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÇAn asteroid or comet probably wiped out dinosaurs here. 

ÇThe last asteroid near miss was January 26, 2015 (diameter 

1,800 feet). 

ÇWe have all our survival ñeggsò in 1 basket (Earth). 

ÇMartian land area = Earthôs, + it has natural resources. We may 

need it for a future home.  
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Why go to or care about Mars? 

ÅMars once had an ocean, and likely life. It may still 

have life (lower forms likely, past higher forms 

possible). 

 

 

 

 

ÅThe key to our place in the universe may be on Mars. 

ÅMars provides science/career goals to make the 

future exciting to todayôs youth. 
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Air pressure is central to establishing a 

human presence there. Accepted average 

pressure 6.1 Mbar at Mars areoid 
 

¸Areoid is Mars equivalent of Sea Level.  

 

¸Average Earth sea level pressure =     
1,013.25 Mbar.  

 

¸6.1 Mbar is nearly  

    a vacuum ï no  

    fun to experience.  
 

 



Martian Sky Color is an Issue. 
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In the Moonôs vacuum the sky is black. 

At high altitudes over  
Earth, like 83,600 feet ,  
(with 11.3 mbar) our   
sky goes  black.  



Initial Cause to Question Accepted Pressure  

¸Dust devils on Mars and Earth are similar.  

   (seasons, electricity, core temperature rises, 
formation times and often size but they can be 
much bigger on Mars)  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.lpl.arizona.edu/~lemmon/mer_dd/dd_enhanced_587a.gif 
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Similar dust particle size (a thousandth of a 
millimeter).  But at 6.1 mbar pressure, an 
impossible 1,118 MPH wind is required to lift 
dust.  



DUST DEVILS ARE THE MOST 

OBVIOUS WEATHER  ANOMALY 
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With so little air on Mars, how can there be 
enough change in pressure to form them at all?  


