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Why go to or care about Mars?

Many think life started on Mars, came here via meteorites

Photo: Texas-Size Asteroid Slammed
Early Mars, Studies Sa ‘

An asteroid or comet probably wiped out dinesaurs here.
We have all our survi val Negg

Mars has natural resources including running water. It once
had oceans.

Viking 1 and 2 found evidence that it has life.
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Sufficient air pressure is essential for life. We
di spute NASAOSs 6Garedid pressure.

. Areoid Is Mars equivalent of Sea Level.

. Average Earth sea level pressure =
1,013.25 Mbar.

. 6.1 Mbar Is nearly a vacuum I no funto
experience.
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Why Question Pressure?

Runni ng water 1 snot | i kely to
planet with a near -vacuum surface. ater would boil off
too fast But Mars has thousands of these streams.

w a}

LR T R TR RS AS Y s R
- - = . o.' ok iy '& ':' é 3 \ E ' r t
: : "‘, - ', & r N
" 5 - Y h
; 2. A

-

Palikir Crater inside Newton Crater
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http://graphics8.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2015/09/28/mars-water/d910b431eb0ab62d9a5542dd1c10f5373df35383/images/flows.gif

~ Surface water is associated with Recurring
Slop¢ Lineae (RSL). Where are they on Mars?

There is also a
frozen sea at
Utopia Planitia. It
has the volume of
Lake Superior on
Earth.




